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Signing of Grant Agreement for the Project for Human Resource Development Scholarship (JDS)
On August 25, 2026, Mr. Tshering Dorji, Director General of the Department of Macro-fiscal and Development Finance, Ministry of Finance of the Kingdom of Bhutan, and Mr. Yoichiro Kimata, Chief Representative of the JICA Bhutan Office signed a Grant Agreement (G/A) for the grant aid project, “Project for Human Resource Development Scholarship (JDS),” with a maximum grant amount of JPY 171 million.
The Project provides scholarships for young government officials and other future leaders of Bhutan to pursue master's degree programs at Japanese universities for next 4 years under the Third phase (2026-2029). Under the Project, seven new officials, every year, are expected to commence their master studies in Japanese Universities. 
Since its launch in 2018 in Bhutan, the JDS program has enabled Bhutanese government officials to study in Japan. To date, in 59 fellows (54 masters’ and 5 PhDs), have been benefited from the Project. A total of 23 government officials from various agencies are currently undergoing Masters and PhD courses in Japanese Universities. 
It is expected that the human resources developed through this program will continue to contribute to the advancement of various sectors in Bhutan, while also strengthening mutual understanding and friendship between Bhutan and Japan.
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