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Ministry of Finance and ADB Sign Grant Agreement to Bolster Food Security
through Climate-Adaptive Potato Production

Thimphu| 31 December 2025

The Ministry of Finance and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) today signed a grant
agreement amounting to USD 3 m for the project “Enhancing Food Security through
Smallholders' Climate-Adaptive Potato Production”. The agreement was signed by Secretary
Leki Wangmo, Ministry of Finance, and Ms. Tanaka, Country Director, ADB- Bhutan Resident
Mission.

The project, supported through the Japan Fund for Prosperous and Resilient Asia and the Pacific
(JFPR), aims to introduce climate-resilient farming practices, improve seed varieties, and
employ modern post-harvest technologies to ensure stable potato yields amidst changing weather
patterns.

The project will promote climate-adaptive technologies by introducing drought-tolerant and
disease-resistant potato varieties, while empowering technical capacities of smallholder farmers.
Further, the project aims to strengthen market infrastructure by enhancing agricultural value
chains, including improved storage facilities and better market linkages to reduce post-harvest
losses.

The agreement marks another milestone in the long-standing partnership between Bhutan and
ADB, aligning with the country’s 13th Five-Year Plan and ADB’s Country Partnership Strategy
(2024-2028), which prioritizes climate-resilient infrastructure and sustainable agricultural
development.
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